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to the common interpreter, I found in the evening with the Vizier only two persons, the Eeis Effendi and Kaia Bey, the former of whom interpreted. I stayed with them near three hours, and had an opportunity to explain fully the plan proposed by Sir Ralph, and everything contained in my instructions. They talked a great deal in Turkish. The Vizier made a few not very important objections, which I answered. Upon the whole he seemed much pleased, and said that the sooner the operations commenced the happier he should be. I wrote next morning the heads of a plan such as I thought met the Vizier's wishes, without deviating from the spirit of Sir Ralph's instructions. I carried it to the Reis Effendi and begged he would show it to the Vizier. If he approved of it, I should draw it out for his Highness and me to sign. It was agreed that I should return in the evening. When I did so, he told me the Vizier was indisposed and could not see me, but he would send to me in the course of next day. In the meantime I lived with Major Holloway and the British officers of the mission.
A very good tent was found me, and a dinner from the Vizier's kitchen every day. I employed myself in observing the Turkish camp, their soldiery and manners, so different from everything I had seen before. The death of General Kochler was particularly unfortunate at this time, as he certainly knew something of the state of their magazines, and of the administration of the Turkish army and its organisation. Major Holloway did not; and, as I could not altogether depend upon either what the Reis Effendi or Vizier asserted in conversation on those subjects, I applied in writing to the Vizier for information both in respect to the effective force under his command, the extent of his magazines, the means he had of forwarding them as the army advanced, and the measures he had taken to keep them complete. I applied also in the same manner for the information he had received respecting the situation of the enemy. In a conference I had with the Vizier in consequence of this application, he told me that at Jaffa and El Arish he had sufficient supplies of ammunition and biscuit for his army, but that